This document is limited as it is highly credible in tax research but not in diplomatic conversations. The certifications of Erica
York and the Tax Foundation don’t involve experience in diplomatic conversations, so their documentation on the topic has

very little credibility. Due to its high status in the area that highly relates to my question, there isn’t a lot of limitations on how
it could help me answer my inquiry question.

Final Reflection and Processing (Sept 8/9)

Reflection Area

Prompt

Your Response (4-8 sentences)

Overall Learning

What was the most
important thing |
learned during this
project?

The most important fact | learned was the way protectionism works.
The idea of protectionism is highly controversial, and it took me some
research of articles that are in support of the idea to help me
understand. Protectionism would prioritize local producers but risk
Cas consumers are the ones who would pay for the price rise of
imported materials due to the Tariffs. My previous idea was that trade
was good and countries shouldn’t restrict it. However, | see Trump’s
ideas behind the tariff wars, but in general, it still did harm to both
countries.

Challenges &
Persistence

What was the hardest
part of this process,
and how did | work
through it?

The biggest challenge in the process was organizing the L4
presentation. | need to create a new PowerPoint and prepare my
dialogue. | was lucky to have an extra day of practice time, but my
presentation should be ready by then. | memorized some of my
evidence and went over the presentation multiple times with my
parents to polish it.

Growth in Thinking

How did my ideas or
perspective change as

| began to have a different view on protectionism and trade. | began to

notice it as a method to limit the economic progress of another

country, while risking one’s own consumers. | also had seen the




| researched and
developed my inquiry?

benefits of free trade, where everyone could experience ultimate
economic growth. However, with free trade other countries might be
able to catch up and become more powerful, which was not what
trump desired.

Best Evidence

What piece of
research or evidence
do | feel was most
powerful in answering
my question, and
why?

One piece of evidence that was the most powerful was the article
written by Erica York, and published by the Tax Foundation. It
highlights how protectionism would worsen tariff wars and introduce
higher retaliatory tariffs. Moreover, it mentions the cost of tariffs to
America. Lastly, Erica York provided a timeline of the tariff events and
made the process of this war more clear.

Use of Flint Al

e Howdid Flint Al
help me (e.g.,
brainstorming,
paraphrasing,
organizing)?

e What decisions
or thinking
were stillup to
me?

Flint Al contributed to supporting me in selecting the exact inquiry

question. My original question was vague and difficult, which makes it
hard to research. After talking with Ms. Park, | checked my topic and it
gave me great revisions. However, | kept the research and the decision

of the broad topic to myself, which was the core of the project.




Use of Flint Al Provide 5 screenshots
tO ShOW evidence Of When had modern pop music changed a lot, around 2010?

use during the overall

rocess “ Interesting shift to music history! Let's work on developing this
p : into a strong inquiry question using our Goldilocks approach.

Your current question analysis:

- Strengths: You're thinking about change over time (great for
Social Studies!)

- Areas to refine: "Changed a lot" is vague, and we need to define
"modern pop music"

Clarifying questions to help focus:

- What kind of changes interest you? (technology, themes, artists,
production styles?)

- Are you thinking about streaming's impact, social media
influence, or musical evolution?

« Any specific artists or events around 2010 that sparked your
curiosity?

Goldilocks refinement ideas:

- Too broad: "How has pop music changed?"

- Too narrow: "Why did Lady Gaga wear a meat dress?"

- Just right: "How did streaming services change the way pop
artists released music (2008-2015)?"




How has the faster pace of living and the shorter attention span of
the American population after 2015(when music streaming rose)
impacted music length and the loudness of pop music?

Excellent evolution of your question! You're connecting social
changes to cultural products - that's exactly the kind of analytical
thinking we want in Social Studies inquiry.

Your question strengths:

- Clear cause-effect relationship: Streaming - social behavior -
music changes

« Specific timeframe: Post-2015 streaming era

- Measurable outcomes: Song length and loudness levels

- Social Studies connection: How technology shapes culture

Areas for slight refinement:

- "Faster pace of living" might need evidence - can you prove this
claim?

« Consider focusing on either length OR loudness for deeper
analysis

Goldilocks check - this is getting close! Potential final versions:

* "How has music streaming (2015-2023) influenced the
average length of Billboard Top 40 songs?"

« "To what extent did streaming platforms shape pop music
production techniques after 2015?"

Research approach guestions:




How had the prioritization of aggressive protectionism of Trump
impacted the trade relationship between America and China
during the 2016-2020 period?

Excellent! You've taken your original question and made it much
more focused and researchable. This is a solid Goldilocks
question now!

Your refined question strengths:

- Specific leader and policies: Trump's protectionist approach
- Clear timeframe: 2016-2020 (his presidency)

« Focused relationship: US-China trade specifically

« Measurable impact: Trade relationship changes

This question works because:

« You can find concrete data (trade volumes, tariff rates)
- Multiple perspectives available (US, Chinese, economic
analysts)

« Clear before/during/after comparison possible

- Significant historical impact to analyze

Ready for Stage 2: Research & Source Building!

To help me find the best sources for you, let me ask a few
clarifying questions:

+ What specific aspects interest you most? (tariff wars, trade
volumes, diplomatic relations, economic impacts?)




Once you give me direction, I can help you search for credible
sources that will give you solid evidence to build your analysis.
What angle appeals to you most for diving into the research?

How were the volume and length of the Billboard top 30 songs
impacted by the living pace of the American Audience?

| notice you've switched back to the music topic! Let's work on
refining this question to make it more researchable.

Your current question analysis:

- Strengths: Specific data source (Billboard Top 30), measurable
outcomes (volume/length)

- Areas to refine: "Living pace" is hard to measure and prove - we
need more concrete connections

Key refinement needed:
The challenge is proving "living pace" as a cause. Instead, let's
focus on measurable factors that we can actually research:

Stronger causal connections:

- Streaming platforms - song structure changes

- Social media (TikTok, Instagram) = shorter attention spans =
music changes

+ Mobile listening - different consumption patterns

Potential refined versions:




T, - ==,

Ready for Stage 2: Research & Source Building!

To help me find the best sources, let me clarify your research
focus:

+ What interests you most?

« Song length changes (shorter hooks, quicker builds?)
* Volume/production changes (louder, more compressed?)
« Both equally?

« Which perspectives do you want?

* Music industry analysis

« Artist/producer interviews

« Data-driven studies

« TikTok's own impact reports

« Any specific focus? Pop genres, particular years (2018-2020 vs.
2020-2023), or certain artists?

What aspect excites you most to research?
99 0

How had the prioritization of aggressive protectionism of Trump
impacted the trade relationship between America and China
during the 2016-2020 period? How were the volume and length of
the Billboard top 30 songs impacted by the rise of TikTok among
the American Audience(around 2018)? suggest me one of the two

for an social studies class




How had the prioritization of aggressive protectionism among
republicans and its implementation in the 2000-2025 period
affected the imports and exports of the US? help me check this
question

Q Great topic choice! You're diving into economic policy and its real-
world impacts. Let me help you refine this question using our
"Goldilocks" approach - not too broad, not too narrow, but just
right for Grade 8 inquiry.

Your current question analysis:

- Strengths: Specific time period, clear policy focus, measurable
outcomes

- Areas to refine: "Aggressive protectionism" needs clarification,
and the 2000-2025 span is quite long

Goldilocks refinement suggestions:

- Narrow the timeframe: Pick a specific administration or policy
period (Trump tariffs 2018-2020? Biden's continuation?)

- Define "aggressive protectionism": Which specific policies?
(tariffs, trade wars, NAFTA renegotiation?)

« Focus your scope: All imports/exports, or specific
industries/countries?

Potential rewrite examples:

« "How did Trump's tariff policies (2018-2020) affect U.S.

trade relationships with China?"

Active Learner
Habits

e Wheredidl
show
persistence,
preparation,
and effective
use of class
time?

e Where could |
improve?

| showed consistent participation when preparing my speech. It was
challenging, so | had to focus and make it better in order to geta 4. |
effectively used class time to finish my document and used time
outside of class to practice my speech. However, | could improve on
paying less attention to my peers when | am sitting on the couch and
working on my research. It took me lots of time after class to finish the

research and | don’t want to do so.

Final Product

In what ways did my
final product
effectively
communicate my
thinking? What would

My final product was able to explain the harms and reasons for
Trump’s prioritization of aggressive protectionism. Moreover, it
included pictures that show critical data that enumerates the
impacts. Also, | used minimal text in my slideshow and kept most of
the words spoken, making the slide clearer. Lastly, | has able to




| change orimprove if |
had more time?

summarize things up, which meant that | was able to emphasize on
critical points.

Personal Growth

What new skills or
insights did | gain
(about myself, about
learning, about the
world)? How might
these connectto
future projects or
passions?

A new skill that | think | have gained is to color code my research.
Previously, | hadn’t tried to use color to divide my topics of research,
and this was a chance for me to practice the organization of my topics.
This skill would be crucial in my future projects as it would be easier to
organize my evidence, making preparation quicker. Lastly, when |
highlight my evidence, teachers would be able to see what parts of the
evidence l used.
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