
   
 

   
 

  
This document is limited as it is highly credible in tax research but not in diplomatic conversations. The certifications of Erica 
York and the Tax Foundation don’t involve experience in diplomatic conversations, so their documentation on the topic has 
very little credibility. Due to its high status in the area that highly relates to my question, there isn’t a lot of limitations on how 
it could help me answer my inquiry question.  
 
 

 

Final Reflection and Processing (Sept 8/9) 
Reflection Area Prompt Your Response (4-8 sentences) 

Overall Learning What was the most 
important thing I 
learned during this 
project? 

The most important fact I learned was the way protectionism works. 
The idea of protectionism is highly controversial, and it took me some 
research of articles that are in support of the idea to help me 
understand. Protectionism would prioritize local producers but risk 
Cas consumers are the ones who would pay for the price rise of 
imported materials due to the Tariffs. My previous idea was that trade 
was good and countries shouldn’t restrict it. However, I see Trump’s 
ideas behind the tariff wars, but in general, it still did harm to both 
countries.  

Challenges & 
Persistence 

What was the hardest 
part of this process, 
and how did I work 
through it? 

The biggest challenge in the process was organizing the L4 
presentation. I need to create a new PowerPoint and prepare my 
dialogue. I was lucky to have an extra day of practice time, but my 
presentation should be ready by then. I memorized some of my 
evidence and went over the presentation multiple times with my 
parents to polish it.  

Growth in Thinking How did my ideas or 
perspective change as 

I began to have a different view on protectionism and trade. I began to 
notice it as a method to limit the economic progress of another 
country, while risking one’s own consumers. I also had seen the 



   
 

   
 

I researched and 
developed my inquiry? 

benefits of free trade, where everyone could experience ultimate 
economic growth. However, with free trade other countries might be 
able to catch up and become more powerful, which was not what 
trump desired.  

Best Evidence What piece of 
research or evidence 
do I feel was most 
powerful in answering 
my question, and 
why? 

One piece of evidence that was the most powerful was the article 
written by Erica York,  and published by the Tax Foundation. It 
highlights how protectionism would worsen tariff wars and introduce 
higher retaliatory tariffs. Moreover, it mentions the cost of tariffs to 
America. Lastly, Erica York provided a timeline of the tariff events and 
made the process of this war more clear.  

Use of Flint AI • How did Flint AI 
help me (e.g., 
brainstorming, 
paraphrasing, 
organizing)?  

• What decisions 
or thinking 
were still up to 
me? 

Flint AI contributed to supporting me in selecting the exact inquiry 
question. My original question was vague and difficult, which makes it 
hard to research. After talking with Ms. Park, I checked my topic and it 
gave me great revisions. However, I kept the research and the decision 
of the broad topic to myself, which was the core of the project.  



   
 

   
 

Use of Flint AI Provide 5 screenshots 
to show evidence of 
use during the overall 
process. 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 

 
Active Learner 
Habits 

• Where did I 
show 
persistence, 
preparation, 
and effective 
use of class 
time?  

• Where could I 
improve? 

I showed consistent participation when preparing my speech. It was 
challenging, so I had to focus and make it better in order to get a 4. I 
effectively used class time to finish my document and used time 
outside of class to practice my speech. However, I could improve on 
paying less attention to my peers when I am sitting on the couch and 
working on my research. It took me lots of time after class to finish the 
research and I don’t want to do so.  

Final Product In what ways did my 
final product 
effectively 
communicate my 
thinking? What would 

My final product was able to explain the harms and reasons for 
Trump’s prioritization of aggressive protectionism. Moreover, it 
included pictures that show critical data that enumerates the 
impacts. Also, I used minimal text in my slideshow and kept most of 
the words spoken, making the slide clearer. Lastly, I has able to 



   
 

   
 

I change or improve if I 
had more time? 

summarize things up, which meant that I was able to emphasize on 
critical points.  

Personal Growth What new skills or 
insights did I gain 
(about myself, about 
learning, about the 
world)? How might 
these connect to 
future projects or 
passions? 

A new skill that I think I have gained is to color code my research. 
Previously, I hadn’t tried to use color to divide my topics of research, 
and this was a chance for me to practice the organization of my topics. 
This skill would be crucial in my future projects as it would be easier to 
organize my evidence, making preparation quicker. Lastly, when I 
highlight my evidence, teachers would be able to see what parts of the 
evidence I used.  
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