Unit 2: Perspective on Issues

Crossfire Debate Reflection

Reflection Area Prompt

Your Response (4-8 sentences)

What was the most
important thing |
learned during the
preparation for the
debates?

Overall Learning

| learned that in a debate, not only what a person
speaks matters, but their skill in delivery matters
too. For example, during opening speech,
debaters with bad speech but good script often
seem worse compared to debaters with good
speech but a bad script. | learned that | could try
to polish the fluency and delivery of my opening
speech. Moreover, this method seems to work for
crossfire too, where nothing is scripted and
speech quality matters a lot.

What was the
hardest part of
this process?
e Howdid I work

Challenges and °
Persistence

A challenging part of this process is finding
arguments. ltis initially difficult for me and my
partner to find distinct claims, as our topic is
difficult and hard to find arguments. Eventually, |

through it? learned to use different perspectives to do so. My
partner focused on parties and candidates while |
focused on voters.
Best Evidence What piece of The evidence from the New York Times was my

research or evidence
do | feel was most
powerful for my
debate
presentation?

strongest evidence. By using multiple charts and
precise analyzation of data, it helped to clear up
questions. Moreover, it covered enough
information for me and my partner that we didn’t
repeat any evidence used. It is also highly
reputable and presents a fair argument, making it
trustworthy.

Use of Flint Al e Howdid Flint Al

help me (e.g.,

brainstorming,

paraphrasing,

organizing)?

e What decisions
or thinking were

still up to me?

Al had helped our team to brainstorm
counterclaims and rebuttals of the opponent. As
we are arguing on our side, my team has a hard
time imagining what the opponent would say. Al
predicted our opponent’s arguments(which also
used Al) very well, and we are able to produce
great responses. Still, the majority of the writing of
claims and rebuttals, except for the evidence
finding was all done by myself.

Use of Flint Al Provide 3-5
screenshots to show
evidence of use
during the overall

process.




4, Efficiency

« Quick election results (usually)

+ Lower administrative costs compared to systems requiring
multiple rounds

+ Simpler ballot design and counting process

5. Strong Geographic Representation

« Each district/state has a clear representative

+ Encourages candidates to build broad gecgraphic colitions

+ Maintains connectian between representatives and specific
communities

6. Discourages Extremism

+ Candidates must appeal to the median voter to win
+ Encourages moderation and centrist positions
+ Makes it harder for fringe parties ta gain power

What aspect of this topic are you exploring? Are you working on
comparing different electaral systems, or analyzing the American
system specifically?

find me more reasons

7. Decisive Mandates

» Often produces clear winners with governing authority
+ Avoids hung parliaments or coalition gridlock
* Gives elected leaders a stronger claim to legitimacy

8. Prevents Vote Splitting in Dangerous Ways

« While it can cause vote splitting, supporters argue it
prevents extreme fragmentation

» Avoids scenarios where many candidates split votes and
someone with very low support wins

9. Encourages Broad Appeal

+ Candidates must build diverse coalitions across different
groups

= Forces parties to be "big tent" organizations

* Reduces single-issue or narrow-interest politics

10. Historical Continuity

» System has worked for over 200 years in the U.S.
+ Familiarity and tradition have value
+ "I it ain't broke, don't fix it" argument

11. Reduces Bargaining After Elections

* No need for post-election coalition negotiations
« Government formation is immediate and clear
+ Voters know what they're getting when they vote

7. Decisive Mandates

+ Often produces clear winners with governing authority
» Avoids hung parliaments or coalition gridlock
+ Gives elected leaders a stronger claim to legitimacy

8. Prevents Vote Splitting in Dangerous Ways

« While it can cause vote splitting, supporters argue it
prevents extreme fragmentation

+ Avoids scenarios where many candidates split votes and
someone with very low support wins

9. Encourages Broad Appeal

» Candidates must build diverse coalitions across different
groups

+ Forces parties to be "big tent" organizations

+ Reduces single-issue or narrow-interest politics

10. Historical Continuity

+ System has worked for over 200 years in the U.S.
= Familiarity and tradition have value
» "If it ain't broke, don't fix it" argument

11. Reduces Bargaining After Elections

+ No need for post-election coalition negotiations
» Government formation is immediate and clear
= Voters know what they're getting when they vote




13. Discourages Strategic Fragmentation

« Parties can't game the system by running multiple
candidates
- Encourages party unity and discipline

What are you working on with this information? Are you preparing
for a debiate, writing an analysis, or comparing electoral systems?
Understanding your goal would help me guide you better in
developing your own arguments!

help me generate a few questions to ask for the follow claims that
somehow rebuts the claim shown. Propertional representation
will: Protects political mincrities, like democrats n Texas or
Republicans in California.

-Gives the third party more chances to get at least scme points.

+Voter turnout would increase as there aren't many faithless.
volers.

help me generate a few questions to ask for the follow claims that

somehaw rebuts the claim shown. Proportional representation

Great! You're working on developing rebuttal questions against
proportional representation arguments. Here are some critical
questions you could ask to challenge each claim:

Regarding "Protects political minorities":

= Doesn't first-past-the-post actually force parties to appeal
to minority groups within their coalitions, giving those
groups more influence than they'd have as small separate
parties?

If political minerities are protected through proportional
representation, why do we see stable governance in FPTP
systems where parties must build broad coalitions that
include diverse viewpoints?

Could protecting every political minority lead to such
fragmentation that no coherent policy agenda can be
implemented?

Regarding "Gives third parties more chances":

« Is having more parties in government actually beneficial, or
does it lead to unstable coalitions and gridlock?

= Don't third parties already have the opportunity to influence
major parties by pulling them toward certain positions (like
the Tea Party or Progressive movements)?

= Would giving third parties "some points" actually give voters
more power, or would it shift power to post-election coalition
negotiations that voters don't control?

€3  Hitrm Sparky, your Al teaching assistant

What can | help you with today?

what are the major points that support first past the post in
American Presidential elections

€3  1can help you explore the arguments that support the first-past-
the-post (or *winner-take-all") system used in American
presidential elections!

Here are the major points that supporters of this system typically
make:

1. Simplicity and Clarity

» Easy for voters to understand: the candidate with the most
votes wins

* Produces clear, decisive outcomes without complicated
runoffs or calculations

* Results are straightforward to communicate to the public

2. Promotes Stable Two-Party System

Active Learner Habits

Where did | show
persistence,
preparation, and
effective use of
classtime?
Where could |
improve?

| showed persistence in research, as linitially
didn’t have enough evidence. | spent extra time at
home to find new evidence. Eventualy, the
evidence helped me to refine my reasoning and
my arguments. | could show more persistence in
practicing my speech.

Debate Presentation

In what ways did
my debate

eAlthough | had a sound voice and hand gestures,
| paused weirdly and that reduced my




presentation
effectively
communicate my
thinking?

e Whatwould |
change or
improve if | had
more time?

effectiveness of my thinking. | would make my
speech more fluent and read less if | had more
time to practice. | would try and call Joshua so we
could cross-check our claims, so we can have
better collaboration. Lastly, | would want to refine
my rebuttals to make them more powerful.

Personal Growth

What new skills did |
gain during the
debate preparation
or the debate
presentation?

| learned a new skill-collaboration in talking.
During grand crossfire partners are able to cover
for each other. Thus, each partner can have time
to prepare for the next rebuttal/question. | can do
better by also sharing speaking time in final focus.

What individual feedback did you see consistently->glow, grow

| see consistently that | have a loud and clear voice but | need to improve on eye contact.

What team feedback did you see consistently?

Try to rush less, so take a second to let a fact land and breathe, and don’t go overtime.

Did the overall feedback match what you expected? Why or why not?

Yes. | believed that | did a bad job compared to others and really was the debater that lost the game.

Thus, it wasn’t surprising that my reviews were the worst, and generally, it was close but a loss for us.




